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	Date
	Event
	Location
	Time
	Page

	Nov 8, Wed
	Steering Committee Meeting
	112 Chestnut Street
	7:00PM
	3

	Nov. 19, Sun
	Seminar on Xinjiang
	Guilderland Public Library
	2:00  PM
	1

	Dec 5, Thur
	Steering Committee Meeting
	112 Chestnut Street
	7:00 PM
	3

	Dec. 16, Sat
	Holiday Party
	Anne Marfey's house
	6:00PM
	1









Eastern Region Conference Brings Together 


Many USCPFA Members


to Learn About China and Discuss Friendship Activities


      On a bright and sunny Saturday, September 30, representatives from Eastern Region Chapters and Organizing Committees gathered in New York City.  New York City leaders Irv Zuckerman and Al Abati (Vice President) had made excellent arrangements for the location, room, parking and food. There were several highlights of the day. Deputy Consul General Kuang Weilin (accompanied by Consul He Bin) warmly greeted us, as did our national President Bob Sanborn. Keynote speaker Sidney Gluck, recently turned 90 years young, presented an awesome amount of information, packaged in his own unique interpretive style, entitled "China's Flirtations with Marxism: A History". He managed to squeeze a three credit university course into his allotted time! Shorter but very informative presentations were also made by Al Abati (Religion in China), Bob Sanborn (his recent adoption from China, the recent USCPFA leaders trip to China and - later in the day - a brief report of National programs and news) and Mike O'Dougherty of the New England Chapter (a review of China's economic progress and issues). After lunch we divided into sharing groups.


ER President Mel Horowitz led an Organizing Committee Seminar for our latest groups. Northeast New York Members Alison Stonbely and Nancy Meyer led a discussion group on inter-chapter sharing. Boston's Richard Pendleton and Northeast New York's Joanne Schwart led a discussion about revising the Eastern Region's By-Laws and Funding regional projects. This was followed by National, Regional and sharing group reports. It was reported that four Organizing Committees were in various stages of preparing for full chapter status. It is hoped that all four will be chapter ready prior to the Sarasota Convention. We ended with a brief brainstorming session. While some then headed home others walked a short distance to Chinatown where we shared and excellent multi-dish dinner arranged by Irv Zuckerman. Regenerated and full of ideas, all felt that it was an excellent conference.


 New USCPFA Chapters are forming in Connecticut, Vermont, New Jersey and the Washington, DC area. If you know of anyone in these areas who might be interested please contact Mel 
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Dixon's Describe Yunnan Visit


   At our September program at the Guilderland Public Library Bill and Ulla Dixon, chemists from SUNY Oneonta, described their recent trip to Yunnan province.   Bill focused on the national minorities he encountered in Yunnan: Yi people dancing and singing in Chuxiong's town square; the Bai people in Dali prefecture; the Mosu in and around Lijiang and the Tibetan majority in Zhongdian Autonomous Region also called Shangri La. Ulla discussed the beautiful garden city Kunming and her stroll through Green Lake Park just before May Day. She said Yunnan has a greater diversity of plant life than any other province and showed pictures of rhododendrons and camilias in bloom on the hillsides. 


   Yunnan is a favorite for honeymoon couples and vacationers throughout China. Tourists shouldn't miss Jade Dragon Snow Mountain and Tiger Leaping Gorge.


    














Past Evens       








Steering committee meetings are open to anyone interested and will be held at the 112 Chestnut Street, Albany starting at 7:00 PM on Nov. 8tth  and Dec. 5th.





Apple Picking and Picnic


  On Sunday, October 8, about 25 apple pickers joined us for our annual apple- picking event at Indian Ladder Farms.  The sunny, warm weather cooperated by providing temperatures in the 70’s.  Everyone left with bags of overflowing Empire, Jonquil, and Golden Delicious apples.  Our picnic immediately followed at Elm Street Park in Delmar.  Getting acquainted with Chinese students and scholars from SUNY and RPI provided a pleasant afternoon for all.  








Coming Soon: 


SEMINAR ON XINJIANG


Nov. 19


HOLIDAY PARTY


Dec. 16





�

















President


Kirk Huang’s


Message











What's Happening in Xinjiang?


   On Sunday, November 19th at 2:00 PM. At the Guilderland Public Library off Route 20, Gene Damm will present pictures of his recent trip to Xinjiang province in Northwestern China including his ride through the Khunjerab Pass along the Karakoram Highway into Pakistan's Hunza Valley. He will describe Turpan (the hottest, driest place in China) famous for its unique irrigation system, Kanas Lake Nature Reserve near the Russian and Mongolian border, and the traditional Islamic culture in Kashgar. 


    Xinjiang is 16 percent of the land area of China and the capital Urumqi is furthest from an ocean of anyplace in the world. Xinjiang is home to Uighurs, Kazaks, Tajiks, Kyrgyz, Mongols and Han Chinese, each with a distinct culture, language, and history.








You Can Volunteer to Help Host Visiting Delegations from China


    One of our chapter's activities is to invite and host delegations from China in their visit to the United States. We call this program CTUS (Chinese Travel in the United States). This occurs from six to ten times a year and we have been doing this for about twenty years. Because it is often slow and difficult for these delegations to obtain passports from their government and visas from our government, this process can often be complicated and delayed.


   While they are in the Capital Region portion of their program is arranged by our chapter's CTUS committee. Besides the invitation letter (and sometimes many emails and phone calls - even 2 AM calls from China), this involves scheduling speakers and tours, arranging for student/scholar interpreters, booking the hotel and restaurant, purchasing the delegation gift and making individual friendship certificates.


   One of the unique aspects of our CTUS program is our ability to arrange home visits for the delegates. Committee member Rezsin Adams maintains a list of members and friends who have said "When you have a delegation coming in, let me know. If it is convenient for me, I'd be happy to have them over for dinner and conversation." Each home decides how many delegates they can take. We provide an interpreter for each home. Delegates and interpreter are usually picked up at the hotel (in Albany) around 5:30-6 PM and returned around 8:30-10 PM. Dinner can be very simple and should be a taste of America. Delegates often remark that this is the best part of their US visit. Hosting families often keep in contact with the delegates they host and/or the interpreter. This is real people to people friendship. To participate simply contact Rezsin at 462-0891 or � HYPERLINK "http://by122fd.bay122.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=C6A4D278-333C-4C34-BD5C-355262349C72&start=0&len=6885&src=&type=x&to=pinebush2002@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a5b1e9794373a016d362c5ca8ac2794c3" �pinebush2002@yahoo.com�. In mid-November we have an unusually large group of city planners coming here from our  sister province in China - Jiangsu. They will need home visits on November 16. Recently we have also invited a highway construction and a local government official group. If you have any questions about CTUS you may also contact committee chair Mel Horowitz








Place stamp here








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" ��kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" ��� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com� Phone: 518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland,  NY 12084)

















Type of Membership


Student -- $15


Senior --  $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Quick View Calendar





Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA				





Name _____________________________________________________________________		





Address _________________________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip _____________________________________________





Phone ________________________________________				    Circle one of the above





Email _______________________________________________________________________ 		     Amount enclosed ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o 


Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. Email: � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com�


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter


	    














Holiday Party


    Bells Are Ringing! It's Holiday Time! If you would like to invite one or two Chinese students or a family to your house during the Thanksgiving week-end, give Mel a ring one week in advance.  449-8817. 


Holiday Party!  Our Annual Holiday Gala will take place on Saturday, December 16 from 6 PM to 9 PM at Anne Marfey's house, 9 Tudor Rd, Albany. Tudor Rd is off Western Ave a few blocks east of State University campus. We'll start with potluck. Please bring a dish to share. We'll sing, tell stories, make merry and have fun. All are welcome. Please call and let us know you are coming. Anne's number is 482-6145 and Rezsin's number is 462-0891. See you all at Anne's and Happy Holidays to everyone! 


 





A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" ��www.uscpfany.org�.























I just came back from China. The places that I went in China are large and medium size cities,  Beijing, Shanghai,  Wuhan and etc. Constructions are all over the places. I visited construction site of Su Tong Bridge…the world longest cable stay bridge. Total length of the bridge is 5 miles. It is expected to be completed by end of 2007. As a bridge engineer, it was quite exciting to be standing on the world-record bridge.





It is Fall! The colorful season! It means holidays are not too far away. I hope to see you at upcoming events. In case we miss each other, I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season! 





                                  


  			











US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President Kirk Huang


Membership Chair – Hank Williams


46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084











                                     


                                   






































November December 2006 Issue








Winter and Spring: Months Filled With Program Opportunities for Members to Meet and Befriend Students/Scholars from China and or Students/Scholars to Learn About Our Culture


     As usual we're planning many activities for our student/scholar friends once they return for the second semester. In February we'll enjoy our 'winter wonderland" with a Saturday morning of snowshoeing at the Delmar's Five Rivers Environmental Education Center followed by lunch. In March we'll feature our annual Bowling and Pizza Party and an outing to watch an Albany River Rats Hockey Game. In April it's the annual Table Tennis Tournament and Pot Luck Dinner. Finally in June we have our "anticipating summer" picnic. Fun and Friendship for everyone. Families are always welcome! Watch our newsletters for complete details.








* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" service to obtain program information and reminders *





Improve Your English Conversation.


USCPFA members meet with our friends from China to help them improve their English. Rezsin meets with Chinese students and family members at RPI in Troy for English Conversation one afternoon and one evening a week. Lloyd will meet with University at Albany students and family members one evening a week at his home near the University. To volunteer, those interested please call Rezsin 462-0891 or Lloyd at 438-1924.


							








Culture Corner 





History of Thanksgiving


     Our Thanksgiving is the fourth Thursday of November.  This was set by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939 (approved by Congress in 1941).


    The celebration of Thanksgiving in America was probably derived from the harvest-home ceremonies originally held in England. These were days reserved to thank God for plentiful crops and a bountiful harvest. Accordingly, this holiday still takes place late in the Fall Season, after crops have been gathered. Most recently, Thanksgiving Day in the United States is usually a family affair, complete with sumptuous dinners and happy reunions; however, it is also traditionally a time for serious religious contemplation, church services and prayer. 


     The first Thanksgiving in the New England area was celebrated in 1621, a little less than a year after the Plymouth colonists had settled in America. Popularly known as the Pilgrims, they had set sail from Plymouth, England on a ship called the Mayflower on September 6, 1620.








NEWSLETTER INFORMATION


Next NL Deadline December 15


  We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor:  Ping Peng, 1572 Dean Street, Niskayuna, NY 12309 or by email at pping2001@hotmail.com.  Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. 


 Next deadline Dec 15th











Introduction to Suzhou, China


�


Famous for its gardens, beautiful women and silk, the ancient and moated city of SUZHOU, just sixty minutes from Shanghai by train, lies at the point where the rail line meets the Grand Canal, about 30km to the east of Tai Hu. The town itself is built on a network of interlocking canals whose waters feed the series of renowned classical gardens which are Suzhou's pride and glory. 


Things to do:	 


The Gusu Silk Factory


The Tolling Bells of Hanshan Temple


A climb Up Tiger Hill











