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	Date
	Event
	Location
	Time
	Page

	Sun, Nov 16
	Seminar on
 “My China Decade”
	Albany Public Library
	2:00 PM
	1

	Sat, Dec 13
	Holiday Party
	Anne Marfey's house
	6:00 PM
	1
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SICHUAN EARTHQUAKE AREA STUDENTS AT UALBANY-CAN YOU HELP?


   The University at Albany has accepted 6 students (all 20 years old) from the earthquake area of Chengdu. They have some needs. Some of our members have already volunteered to help. We hope more of our members and friends will also help. They students live in the college dorms. They would like to get to know an American family. They are willing to go to your home and cook a Chinese meal (they would LOVE to eat Chinese food instead of dorm food!). They are greatly concerned about the winter season and having enough warm clothing.  Our climate is much harsher than they are accustomed to and they will need coats, boots, hats, gloves, and so on.  They would also really appreciate donations of used bicycles.  If you can help in any way please contact Mel at �HYPERLINK "mailto:melschinafriends@yahoo.com"�melschinafriends@yahoo.com� or 449-8817. THANK YOU! 








THANKSGIVING


  Bells Are Ringing! It's Holiday Time! If you would like to invite one or two Chinese students or a family to your house during the Thanksgiving weekend to share Thanksgiving joy, please contact Kirk at �HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com"�kkhbravo@yahoo.com� or 7820746 by November 20.





HOLIDAY PARTY


  Holiday Party! Our Annual Holiday Gala will take place on Saturday, December 13 from 6 PM to 9 PM at Anne Marfey's house, 9 Tudor Rd, Albany. Tudor Rd is off Western Ave a few blocks east of State University campus. We'll start with potluck. Everyone, including Chinese students/scholars, please bring a dish to share. We'll sing, tell stories, make merry and have fun. All are welcome. Please contact Anne 482-6145 with any questions. See you all at Anne's and Happy Holidays to everyone! 








A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org"�www.uscpfany.org�. 








NEWSLETTER INFORMATION


Next NL Deadline December 15


  We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor Ping Peng, 1572 Dean Street, Niskayuna, NY 12309 or email at pping2001@hotmail.com. Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. Next deadline: August 15th, 2008.





PEG SLOCUM IN NOVEMBER


   Our Sunday, November 16th program will be presented by Peg Slocum, who taught English at the college level in China from 1981 through 1990.


  Peg has written a recently published book based on her observations of daily life in China recorded in her letters to relatives back in the US. She taught in Chengdu, Harbin and Beijing.


  The program is in Conference Room #1 at the main branch of the Albany Public Library, 161 Washington Ave. at 2 PM. Come hear Peg Slocum recall "My China Decade".


  











�





  We held the 2nd Chinese Heritage Day at New York State Museum on September 27. Same as last year, the event was very successful. Audiences were able to “visit”  more places of China thanks to the many student presenters who introduced their hometowns. I like to thank all volunteers, presenters and performers for making it a successful event. New York State Museum has already asked us to hold the 3rd Chinese Heritage Day next year!


 


I hope to see you at our events in November and December. And I like to take this opportunity wishing you and your loved ones a very wonderful holiday season!


			Kirk





President


Kirk Huang’s


Message





EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


September 26-28, 2008 


    The Richmond, VA Chapter hosted this year's conference. Mel Horowitz and Lloyd Hebert were our chapter delegates. The Welcome Gathering was held at the Jefferson Hotel on the Friday evening prior to the official conference meeting.  


    The Regional Meeting was held at Virginia Commonwealth University on Saturday. After the opening welcome by Richmond Chapter President Diana Greer, as ER President, Mel chaired the meeting. USCPFA ER chapters represented were New York City, Northeastern New York, Central Virginia and Richmond. Valerie Stern, newly selected President of New York City Chapter, gave a brief introduction and her new initiatives and chapter participants reviewed their programs. 


   It was reported the two new chapters are being organized: one in Northern New Jersey led by Professor Jim Lee and one in the Washington D.C. area led by Dr. Christine Brooks. It was moved and all approved that we accept Northern New Jersey as an official Organizing Committee. It takes five members to become an organizing chapter and ten members to be an official chapter. There are several additional criteria that must be met. 


  Plans are in the works for the next USCPFA National Convention to be held in San Francisco, California in the fall of 2010.  the afternoon program began with an informative martial arts demonstration by Lonnie Calhoun, Fourth Degree Black Belt and Life Member Jujitsu America. This was followed by a Symposium on Sustainable Development in China, chaired by Dr. Sheryl Baldwin. She introduced the topic and welcomed four guests from the Chinese Embassy in Washington, DC. Li Haiyuan, Counselor for Economic Affairs, gave a very frank and informative presentation about China's accomplishments and goals focusing on China's Agenda 21. Sherry then gave a report about her China visits and developmental observations. The afternoon program concluded with Mel's presentation about Ningxia Water Project. This was followed by a presentation of book signing by Richmond chapter China experiences authors Jean Faglie (The China I Know: A Memoir) and Jack Spain (Retracing Marco Polo). The day was topped off with a superb Chinese Banquet at the Peking Pavilion. 


  On Sunday morning Richmond Chapter Treasurer, Sophie Salley graciously gave guests a special tour of Richmond City prior to their departure. This kind gesture was very much appreciated by all of the out-of-town conference guests. Everyone who attended this excellent conference left with lots of ideas and full of renewed energy to build the USCPFA and China Friendship. All appreciated the planning efforts of the Richmond chapter, especially Diana Greer and Sherry Baldwin, in making this possible. 


   This article was co-written by Diana Greer (USCPFA Richmond Chapter President and ER National Board Member) and Mel Horowitz.			








NINGXIA WATER PROJECT UPDATE


   On October 5, at the Guilderland Public Library, Mel and two other members of the Ningxia Water Project team, Helen Penna and Larry Jones, gave a power point presentation about their visit and efforts. The presentation featured many of the photos taken by team photographer, Helen Penna. The most notable pictures were the many slides of the people of this desert region in north central China, especially the children. Mel also presented his report and the slides at the Eastern Region Conference the week before. A future US-China Review photo essay will show some of these photos. 


   At the present time the team is awaiting approval of the project report and design that has been sent to Rotary International. Because the temperatures in Ningxia mean that the ground will be frozen by early November, the pipeline work will not begin until this coming Spring.


   The team was pleased to report that they had raised more than the $32,000 needed to create the pipeline to all of the homes in the three villages. The additional funds will enable the team to pay for the shipment of over $250,000 worth of medical supplies and equipment (donated by medical/pharmaceutical firms) to the two clinics the team had visited in the region. Any remaining funds (they are seeking additional contributions) will enable the team to provide much needed school supplies/equipment to the two area schools they had also visited. Anyone who wants to donate or has any questions, please contact Mel at �HYPERLINK "mailto:melschinafriends@yahoo.com"�melschinafriends@yahoo.com�.





More News





CHINESE HERITAGE DAY AT THE NYS MUSEUM


    Saturday, September 27, 2008, USCPFA held our second annual Chinese Heritage Day at the NYS Museum.  Our full day of programs  included student PowerPoint presentations of nine different areas of China along with picturesque views of cities, lakes, mountains and sea shore.  The workshop presentations by Professor Lefu Gu and Alison Stonbely were enjoyed by children and adults alike. Our entertainment provided by Jolin Huang, Baiwa Zhang, Jacqueline Hsia, Bonnie Deyo, and Jessica Chu added a touch of Chinese Culture with their musical renditions.  Mary Murphy’s storytelling, as always, captivated the audience.  Stella Zhong’s fashion show had five models depicting the Chinese character, “Hope 





   (To be continued on next page)





  








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 �HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com"�kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Vice President: Bob Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@peoplepc.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-461-6331 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 �HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com"��HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338"�melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm �HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com"�gdamm@nycap.rr.com� Phone: 518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, �HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x"�williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084)





Steering Committee meetings are open to anyone interested on November 13th and December 11th 6:00 PM at 112 Chestnut St. Albany. 


�








 (Continued)


Everybody Happy”.  Their oriental dresses called qipaos, were very beautiful.


  Many thanks to The NYS Museum, and to Pat Whalen, for their cooperation in allowing us to present our program for the second year.  Kudos to all who helped in any way to make this day a success.  





* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" service to obtain program information and reminders 





CHINESE GHOST FESTIVAL


� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.gettysburg.edu/library/news/exhibits/phua/H3FIX.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


  Just as Halloween is for Americans, the ‘Hungry Ghost festival’ is for the Chinese. This festival that falls on the 7th month of the lunar New Year is celebrated mainly in China and other countries like Singapore & Malaysia. It is believed by the Chinese that during this month, the gates of hell are opened to free the hungry ghosts who then wander to seek food on Earth. Some even think that the ghosts would seek revenge on those who had wronged them in their lives. The reason why the Chinese celebrate this festival is to remember their dead family members and pay tribute to them. They also feel that offering food to the deceased appeases them and wards off bad luck.


   The Festival is celebrated on the fifteenth day of the seventh lunar month.  The entire seventh month of the Chinese calendar is called the Ghost Month.


   Activities of the festival include preparing ritual offerings of food, and burning ghost money (or paper money) to please the visiting ghosts and spirits as well as deities and ancestors. Other activities include burying and releasing miniature paper boats and lanterns on water, which signifies "giving directions to the lost ghosts."









































 


THE USCPFA HALLOWEEN PARTY HELD ON OCTOBER 25TH 2008, AT THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE


  The weather as predicted was rainy, but nothing was going to stop people from attending our annual Halloween party, which has become one of our most popular events. Everyone showed huge variety and skill in their pumpkin carving; which was the event that kicked off the evening. “Pinning the stem on the pumpkin”, pumpkin toss and the traditional games of apple bobbing and biting the doughnut off the string, caused some to have red faces and all to smile in amusement. There were wonderful conversations had over the pot luck dinner. The evening ended with some “spine chilling” ghost stories shared from both the East and the West. Great fun was had by all, but there were definitely some second looks over shoulders as everyone went to their cars!!! Again, this has always been a special event; if you have not yet attended it, do not let another year pass without going.   








THE USCPFA SEPTEMBER 9TH 2008 APPLE PICKING EVENT HELD AT INDIAN LADDER AND PICNIC AT ELM ST PARK 


    This year the Apple picking event at Indian Ladder was the best to date. The weather was perfect and the sixty or more attendees enjoyed the fun of picking apples with friends. We went straight from picking apples to sharing our experiences, pot luck food and conversation at Elm St Park. The fall is always a busy time, but this continues to be such a popular event. If you missed it this time, make sure you mark your calendar and attend next year; as you are really missing out on a lot of fun. 








Culture Corner








Quick View Calendar





Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA				





Name _____________________________________________________________________		





Address _________________________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip _____________________________________________





Phone ________________________________________				    Circle one of the above





Email _______________________________________________________________________ 		     Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o 


Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. Email: �HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x"�williams1@nycap.rr.com�


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter * Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.





US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President - Kirk Huang


Membership Chair – Hank Williams


46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084
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Coming Soon:


Seminar on “My China Decade”


 	November 16


 Annual Holiday Party


December 13








Type of Membership


Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














