 High 

[image: image1.jpg]


 II. Gr [image: image2.emf] 

 [image: image3.jpg]


 

[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.png]


 









	Date
	Event
	Location
	Time
	Page

	Mar 15, Thur
	By Laws Vote
	Albany Public Library
	6:30 PM
	3

	Mar 25, Sun
	Bowling and Pizza Party
	DEL LANES
	2:15 PM
	1

	April 1, Sun
	Table Tennis Tournament

 and Pot luck
	Check website for location
	2:00 PM
	1

	April 15, Sun
	Seminar on Housing in China
	Albany Public Library
	2:00 PM
	2

	April 19, Thur
	Annual Banquet 
	Dragon Buffet
	6:00 PM
	2







CAPITAL REGION SCHOOLS ADD 


CHINESE LANGUAGE PROGRAMS





For many years the Albany Public School system was the only area school offering Chinese Language for it’s students. This year Albany Academy added a Chinese Language class and we have learned that Schenectady Public Schools, Schodack Central Schools and Hunter Tannersville Schools all plan to add Chinese next year. We are really pleased with this increased interest in offering Chinese Language to area students. Let us know if you learn about other schools which have similar plans.





PLAN TO ATTEND OUR ANNUAL BANQUET ON APRIL 19, THURSDAY


FOOD, AWARDS, RAFFLE, TALENT!


      Circle the date and send in your reservation now. On Thursday April 19 the Dragon Buffet (1881 Central Ave. in Colonie) is THE place to be!


      THE PLACE, FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP:  It starts at 6 PM and features an all you can eat feast in a private area of the restaurant. It's a chance to get together with all of your USCPFA friends and join with the RPI and SUNY students and scholars from China and our CCC friends too. Of course there is also the annual raffle of items from China.


      AND THE WINNERS ARE… It is also an opportunity to honor the best in China friendship and cultural interest as the annual awards are presented. This year the USCPFA members deemed to have done the most to promote US-China friendship (the Friendship Builder Award) are Bob and Bea Swire. The individual promoting US-China friendship (the Friendship Links Award) outside of the USCPFA is long time Albany High School Chinese Language Teacher Bob Smeallie and the high school student selected as the best scholar of Chinese language and culture (the Tema Bellinson Scholarship) is Aidan Loughman. 


      FANTASTIC ACCOUSTIC PERFORMERS!  There is also wonderful entertainment. Talented seventeen year old Guilderland HS student Jessica Chu will play the Pipa for us and Jim Owen will treat us to American pop and folk tunes on his guitar.


    It’s a real bargain! You get all of this for only $12 for members and $15 for non-members. Make your reservation early by sending a check, made out to "USCPFA",   to Nancy Meyer, 1034 Madison Ave., Troy, NY 12180. Include your name/names, address and email address. Don’t delay! Do it now as restaurant space is limited and you do not want to miss this exciting event! Why not also include your raffle ticket purchase (only $1 per ticket)?  If you have any questions please contact Mel or Kirk.

















HOUSING EXPERT TO SPEAK 


APRIL 15, SUNDAY


    Youqin Huang, Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography and Planning at the University at Albany, will lecture on "Collectivism, Political Control and Gated Communities in Chinese Cities" on Sunday, April 15th at 2PM at the main branch of the Albany Public Library on Washington Ave.  


Dr. Huang received her PH.D. from UCLA. She will give a PowerPoint presentation and answer questions. The USCPFA sponsored event is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. For more information contact Gene Damm at gdamm@nycap.rr.com.
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A CALL TO MEMBERS


All Chapter members are invited to meet on Thursday, March 15, 6:30 PM at the Albany Public Library to discuss and vote on adopting the newly developed Northeast New York Chapter By-Laws. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Chapter President, Kirk Huang, at 518-782-0746 or kkhbravo@yahoo.com. It is hoped that many members will be able to attend.











More Events and News





Steering Committee meetings are open to anyone interested on March 15th (7:30 PM at Albany Public Library, Washington Ave) and April 12th (7:00 PM at 112 Chestnut St. Albany).








THREE PAST EXCITING EVENTS HOSTED 


BY USCPFA.


In the cold and chill of January and February, USCPFA warmed us with three special events!


On Saturday January 13th 2007, Sherri (Xia ) Duan gave a wonderful cooking demonstration of Fu Rong Shrimp at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany. Sheri gave clear and precise directions on how to make this attractive and delicious, traditional Beijing and Jiangsu dish.


On Sunday January 21st 2007, at Albany Public Library, Xiaoli Zhao discussed Jung Chang’s critical biography “Mao”. Xiaoli Zhao lead an interesting discussion in which she highlighted how Chairman Mao is both praised and criticized in modern China.


On very cold Saturday February 10th 2007, at Bethlehem Public Library, a group of members enjoyed the beautifully filmed, but tragic movie “Farewell my Concubine”. This magnificent movie directed by Chen Kaige, and featuring Gong Li, well deserved it’s Academy Award nomination, it’s Golden Globe award for best Foreign film and it’s Best picture honors at the prestigious Cannes Film Festival in the year it was filmed.


Why not try some of our events in March and April? They promise to be equally inviting. 








Coming Soon: 


Table Tennis Tournament


March 25


Annual Banquet


April 19





�

















President
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Message











ANNUAL FAMILY BOWLING TOURNAMENT AND PIZZA PARTY


 MARCH 25, SUNDAY


On Sunday March 25 we will have our annual BOWLING AND PIZZA PARTY. This is an afternoon of fun, friendship and food for the family. We’ll meet at DEL LANES, (Bethlehem Ct. in Elsmere- just off route 443/Delaware Ave.) at 2:15 PM.  No experience is needed! Bowling is fun and we’ll be happy to teach you how to become a “pro”!  We’ll bowl two games and then enjoy fresh pizza and soda. At about 5 PM we’ll finish with the awarding of special trophies to the best bowlers. The cost of bowling (including bowling shoes) and pizza is only $10 ($5 for children 10 and under). For students and scholars from China it is $6 (only $2 for their children ages10 and under).  We need to know plan the number participating. Please contact Mel (449-8817) or Kirk (782-0746) to let us know that you will attend. 








SEMINAR ON “HOW ANGRY IS HEAVEN?”


FEBRUARY 25


Prof. Alvin Magid spoke most interestingly about his forthcoming book, "How Angry is Heaven? A Shanghai Journal in the Time of Tiananmen" on February 25, 2007 at the Colonie Public Library. Prof. Magid taught at Fudan University in Shanghai in 1989, 1991 and 1992 and he kept a journal during those momentous times which formed the basis of his book. His original title was,  "Heaven Is Angry"  but he changed the title to a question after speaking with friends and colleagues and acquaintances because he found that the significance of what happened in Beijing in June 1989 was more complicated than he had thought at first.





Place stamp here








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" ��kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" ��� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com� Phone: 518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084)

















Type of Membership


Student -- $15


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Quick View Calendar





Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA				





Name _____________________________________________________________________		





Address _________________________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip _____________________________________________





Phone ________________________________________				    Circle one of the above





Email _______________________________________________________________________ 		     Amount enclosed ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o 


Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. Email: � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com�


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter











TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT/POT LUCK


APRIL 1, SUNDAY


For several years now, one of our more popular athletic/social events has been our table tennis tournament.  This event is exciting to watch, fun and challenging to play. The first few rounds usually start out with both beginners and skilled players. The winners of each round then progress to play other skilled and serious players; the excitement builds with each playoff round. Then, when the tournament is finished, we all get to enjoy a delicious Chinese/American pot luck dinner.  Everyone brings something to share.  Be sure to save the date Sunday, April 1, starting at 2:00PM.  We will send email notice to all our members and also ask that you check our website @www.uscpfany.org for the location. To check the location, reserve your place or obtain more information contact Kirk, Mel or Gene.





A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" ��www.uscpfany.org�.























Happy Chinese New Year! May you and your family have a healthy and prosperous year of the Golden Pig! NBC news reported that because the belief that children born in year of golden pig will have wealth in life, China is expected to have a baby boom this year.  


 


I strongly encourage you to attend the Chapter By-Law voting on March 15, and looking forward to seeing you in the upcoming exciting events. Stay warm, spring is around corner! 





                                  


  			











US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President Kirk Huang


Membership Chair – Hank Williams


46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084
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* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" service to obtain program information and reminders *





IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH CONVERSATION


USCPFA members meet with our friends from China to help them improve their English. Rezsin meets with Chinese students and family members at RPI in Troy for English Conversation one afternoon and one evening a week. Lloyd will meet with University at Albany students and family members one evening a week at his home near the University. Those interested please call Rezsin 462-0891 or Lloyd at 438-1924.


							








Culture Corner 





PRESIDENT’S DAY


President's Day is a celebration of both George Washington's and Abraham Lincoln's Birthdays. Until 1971, both February 12 and February 22 were observed as federal holidays to honor the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) and George Washington (Feb. 22).


In 1971 President Richard Nixon proclaimed one single federal holiday, the Presidents' Day, to be observed on the third Monday of February, honoring all past presidents of the United States of America.











NEWSLETTER INFORMATION


Next NL Deadline April 15


  We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor: Ping Peng, 1572 Dean Street, Niskayuna, NY 12309 or email at pping2001@hotmail.com.  Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. 


 Next deadline April 15th, 2007


�








INTRODUCTION TO TIBET


Lhasa: Meaning “Holy-Land” in Tibetan, Lhasa is located 3,700 meters above sea level. Lhasa is a cultural city with a history of more than 1,300 years. It is the capital as well as the center for politics, economy, and culture of Tibet. It is a city with many world-famous places of interest. 


�


Potala Palace: Located in downtown Lhasa, Potala Palace was set up in the seventh century during the reign of King Songtsen Gampo and covers an area of 41 hectares. The 13-story main building is 115.703 meters in height. It actually has two palaces, the White and the Red Palace, joined together. With over 1,000 rooms (bedrooms, scripture rooms, stupas, and rooms for monks, etc.), it was the headquarters of the Dalai Lamas, and is a treasure house of traditional Tibetan culture. It is a relic under the state protection, and has been named a World Heritage Site


�


Drepung Monastery: Built in 1416 and located at the northwest suburb 5 kilometers from Lhasa, it is the largest of the six big shamanist monasteries in China. It occupies a land of 250,000 square meters and had once boasted 10,000 monks, among whom, many became Buddhist talents. The 5th Dalai Lama lived here before he moved to Potala Palace. There is an abundance of historic relics and Buddhist Scriptures in Drepung Monastery











