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USCPFA will be having a hike at the beautiful Christman’s sanctuary on May 23rd  2010





On Sunday, May 23rd 2010 USCPFA will be leading a hike at Christman’s sanctuary. Christman’s sanctuary is owned by the Nature Conservancy and is a beautiful series of waterfalls that are part of the source of the Bozenkill. The property used to be owned by the Christman family who were two generations of poets that lived locally. When I88 was first planned, they planned to have this highway running through the property. The highway was re-routed after the Christman family gave the property to the Nature Conservancy. 





This little known sanctuary is tranquil and extremely beautiful. The previous group we took there several years ago loved it. One student I took there said:  “Now I am happy I came to school in the Albany area, I did not know there was such beautiful landscape in this area.” We will be meeting in the parking lot of the Hannaford on the corner of route 20 and Carmen Rd at 3.00 p.m. on May 23rd  2010. We will then drive in convoy to the sanctuary. The terrain is uneven in some parts, but this is not a strenuous hike. Please wear footwear that is covered and comfortable for hiking. After the hike we will meet at Pizza Gram Plus on Western Ave for pizza, so please bring money if you wish to have pizza. Please e-mail Alison at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:devonalison1@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �devonalison1@yahoo.com� 518-9441614 if you are planning on attending or need a ride or can provide ride.    








         


Chinese Dragon Boat Festival on Jun 16th, 2010


Chinese New Year, the Mid-Fall Moon Festival and the Dragon Boat Day are three major festivals in China. The Dragon Boat Festival is celebrated on the 5th day of the 5th lunar month of the Chinese calendar. Chinese call this day as Duan-Wu. Duan means beginning. Wu means Horse month in Chinese calendar. The Horse month usually begins on June 5th or June 6th in the Gregorian calendar. 


In China, the Dragon Boat Festival memorializes the Chinese patriotic poet Chiu Yuan (340 BC-278 BC or 343-290 B.C.), who committed suicide by jumping into the river after tying himself with big rock on the 5th day of the 5th lunar month.


Chiu Yuan was the number one advisor of the kingdom of Chu. But people were jealous his position and said lots of bad words on his back. The king wouldn't take his advice in the end and was killed by the enemy of neighbor kingdom. The new king continued to enjoy the luxury life and didn't like Chiu Yuan either. Later, Chiu Yuan was exiled. He wrote many patriotic poem after then.


Chiu Yuan met a fisherman, who never cared about the country and quite satisfied his life. Chiu Yuan thought that the king wouldn't run the country, people only cared about themselves, nobody cared the future of the country and to live is meaningless. So he killed himself by drowning himself in the river. Many fishermen tried to rescue him, but the body is never found. Fishermen worried about fish would eat his body. So they threw food into the river to feed the fish. Plus, they tried to scare fish away by splashing the water with their paddles and beating the drums on the long narrow boats.


Then the dragon was added into the story. Fishermen believed there was a water-dragon under the river. One man poured down a big jar of strong yellow wine (made of rice). Later, a drunken dragon-like fish floated on the river. One piece of Chiu Yuan's clothing was found in-between the whisker of the water-dragon.
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Events








Shanghai World Expo  


May 1st  – Oct 31st , 2010





2008 was the year when the world’s eye was fixed on Beijing. The year 2010 will be Shanghai’s turn. From May 1st  to October 31st ,2010, an estimated 70 million visitors will visit Shanghai for the 2010 Shanghai World Expo, the first World Exposition to be held in a developing country. Covering a total area of 5.28 square kilometers and involving over 242 participants, the World Expo, with its 150 year history, is considered one of the world’s top events just after the Olympic Games and the World Cup. Past Expos have left iconic landmarks in their wake, such as the Eiffel Tower or Space Needle in Seattle. China is certainly not one to do a lackluster job, and with the recent sensational success of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, one can only wait with great anticipation for the wonders of China’s first ever Expo to be unveiled. Since winning the bid to host the World Expo in 2002, approximately 28.6 billion Yuan ($4.17 billion USD) have been invested in the event, with life in Shanghai acutely geared to hosting one of the biggest events the world has ever seen.





World Expos began promoting special themes since Chicago started the trend in 1933. The theme for the 2010 China Expo is “Better City, Better Life.” The urban focused theme, aims to promote sustainable and harmonious living in the world’s cities. Strategic and sustainable development has become a central concern of the international community, especially since the United Nations predicts that 55% of the world’s population will live in urban areas by 2010. Since the goal of World Expos in general is to promote the exchange of ideas and development of the world economy, culture, science and technology, the 2010 Shanghai Expo will create blue prints for future cities and provide an educational platform for the people of the world.








Coming Soon:


       


Childhood Education                              May 2


Hiking at Christman’s Sanctuary           May 23


Shanghai, City of the Future                  June 6 


June Picnic & Business Meeting           June  26














The 2010 USCPFA Table Tennis Championship held at the CCC on April 11th 2010


  


The Table Tennis Championship held at the CCC was, as always, an exciting event. Because of an uneven number of players in the pre semi finals our winner Kui Zhang and runner up Xin Zhou got to play each other twice (in the pre semi finals and in the finals). They are both excellent players and very evenly matched. In the pre semi finals it was extremely close all the way through, but Xin Zhou won. But in the finals Kui Zhang fought back, making him this year Champion. Last year Kui Zhang was our runner-up, so we are hoping that he will come back next year to defend his title and that Xin Zhou will also come to see if she can take the title from him. After the table tennis we had an enjoyable time sharing delicious pot luck dinner and good conversation. If you do not play table tennis make sure you come next year as you can still have a lot of fun watching such skilled players play and enjoy the potluck dinner afterwards. 


      


    USCPFA joined Paul Rosenberg’s Family Dance 


in Delmar on March 14th 2010





On March 14th 2010, Alison and a few of our students joined the Family dance in Delmar. It was a lot of fun, Paul’s calling is excellent and everyone enjoyed it from beginner to professional dancer, from child to grandparent. It is an excellent showcase of dance from different ethnic backgrounds and different parts of North America. Paul even included a Chinese dance as he knew we were joining the dance. We intend to offer the Family Dance at the beginning of the season next year in November, so that students and members who enjoy the dance can join future dances. Please make sure you attend next time, it really was a lot of fun!








          Childhood Education     May 2nd  Sunday





Sunday, May 2nd at College of St. Rose, Lally Education Building at 2PM. Lie Bei , who will get her Masters in Childhood Education will compare China and US educational practices.





 Shanghai, City of the Future   June 6th Sunday





Sunday, June 6th 2 PM at Guilderland Public Library, Prof James Hargett, Eas Asian Studies, University at Albany will lecture on Shanghai: City of the Future. 





For information of the two above speaker programs or need ride, please contact Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" �gdamm@nycap.rr.com�  518-482-7675.
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Message














Annual Banquet





On Tuesday, April 27, 2010, we held our Annual banquet at  Dragon Buffet. Three Awards were presented.








Friendship Links Award


Lining He, the current President of The Chinese Community Center





Friendship Builder Award


Nancy Meyer, Treasurer of the USCPFA, also serves as CTUS Co-Chair





Tema Bellison Memorial Award


Madison Daly, a senior at The Albany Academics, 


Colgate bound in the fall





Congratulations to the Award Recipients!











Bowling Tournament / Pizza Party





We held our annual bowling tournament and ;;;;;;pizza party, Sunday, March 21, 2010, at Del Lanes in Delmar.  Trophies were awarded to the highest scoring:





Female      Joyce Baum


Male          Raymond Ma


Boy           Asath


Girl           Anna





Everyone had a great time, congratulations to our winners.





Newsletter Information


Next NL Deadline June 15


  We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor Ling Sun at mailsunling@gmail.com. Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. Next deadline: June 15, 2010.


  


   


Steering Committee meetings are open to anyone interested on May 25th and  June 22nd starting at 7 PM at 112 Chestnut St. Albany








 A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" ��www.uscpfany.org�




















Place stamp here








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" ��kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Vice President: Bob Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@peoplepc.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" ��� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com�  518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084)











Type of Membership


Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Quick View Calendar





Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA	 


		


Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________          Circle one of the above





Email ____________________________________________________


		     


Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. 


Email: � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com�





All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.











Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Sun. May 2�
         Childhood Education�
College of St. Rose�
2:00 PM�
2�
�
Sun. May 23�
Hiking at Christman’s Sanctuary�
Christman’s Sanctuary�
3:00 PM�
1�
�
Sun. Jun 6�
      Shanghai, City of the Future�
Guilderland Public Library�
2:00 PM�
2�
�
Sat. Jun 26�
Annual Membership Meeting�
Elm Street Town Park�
12:30 AM�
1�
�


















�





President’s Message 


  


    We had lots of fun at March and April events. This year’s table tennis tournament was very competitive. The two finalists were both excellent players. The audiences had a treat to watch them play. There are excellent speaker programs in May and June. Details are listed in the newsletter. Hope you will attend. 





  


This year is the election year of our Chapter. The election will be held at the June picnic. I encourage you to attend the picnic, having fun and electing Chapter officers for the next two years.  


  





Good luck to the students on their final exams. My best wish to the graduating students on their future endeavors. 








 


Kirk


  








US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President - Kirk Huang


Membership Chair – Hank Williams


46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084
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* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


�                                            





Culture




















Annual June Picnic and Business Meeting


June 26th 





June is just around the corner and that means our Annual Membership Meeting, celebrating our Chapter, meeting old friends and new, electing Chapter officers for 2010-2012 and picnicking. Everyone is welcome.  Please join us on Saturday, June 26 12:30 PM at the Small Pavilion, Elm Ave Town Park, Bethlehem. Please bring a dish to share. For information and if you need a ride or can give a ride, call Alison at 944-1614. And we'll all have a great time!

















