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Annual Banquet To Be Held On Tuesday April 17





  ANNOUNCING OUR 2012 Annual Banquet! It will be held at the Dragon Buffet (1881 Central Ave. in Colonie) on April 17. Check-in time is 5:30 PM; we'll begin eating by 6 PM.  We hope you will mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend. It’s a real bargain! This event is still only $13 for members and $16 for non-members and includes all the food you can eat, our super raffle, Chinese and American entertainment and the honoring of this year's award winners. Make your reservation early by sending a check, made out to "USCPFA", to Nancy Meyer, 1034 Madison Ave., Troy, NY 12180. Include your name/names, address and email address. If you have any questions please contact Kirk





 





 





 























Chinese Cooking Demonstration held on February 4th 2012 at the Westminster Presbyterian Church.





  On February 4th 2012 we held our annual Chinese Cooking Demonstration at the Westminster Presbyterian Church. This year we had four chefs demonstrate dishes, two men and two ladies. The ladies were: Shing Chiu and Suzhen Zhu, who made vegetable and meat wraps and hot and sour soup. The men were Taiping Sun (Ling Sun’s father) and Fangzheng Liu, who made Kung Pao Chicken and a dish with two different meats and vegetables. All the dishes were extremely delicious and were eaten up very quickly!  We had a wonderful Pot Luck lunch and good fun and conversation. We thank all our Chefs for demonstrating their skills and Ling Sun for her help in finding three of the chefs.   
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Newsletter Information


Next NL Deadline April 15


     We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor Xin Ni, 9 Knolls Rd, Niskayuna, NY 12309 or email at nixin1@gmail.com. Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. Next deadline: April 15th, 2011.

















Events





    Steering Committee meetings are open to anyone interested on March 20 (Tuesday), April 11(Wednesday). Meetings start at 7 PM. at 70 A Chestnut St. Albany











     The Embassy of the People's Republic of China has invited USCPFA to a special reception at the Embassy during the Seminar.


 


    U.S. State Department staff will present a China Briefing, including a time for questions and answers.


 


    Participants will tour the new memorial statue of Dr. Martin Luther King and, as time permits, see other D.C. sites.


  


    Center for Teaching about China materials will be available for perusal and purchase.


                 


    Don't miss this exciting Washington Seminar! Reserve your room early and register for the Seminar now. You'll see why USCPFA programs are the best way to discover what is happening on the "inside" of U.S.–China relations. 


    


    Register for the Seminar soon - early-bird registration fees end March 26. Reserve your hotel room soon. April is a busy time in D.C. The room-block expires March 26, but the rooms may be exhausted before then. You will find detailed information and registration form at wwww.uscpfa.org.








 





 





 











Coming Soon:   





Annual Bowling and Pizza Party                         Mar 3        


Annual Table Tennis and pot luck                    Mar 25


Annual Banquet                                                 Apr 17


Washington Seminar                                         Apr 26-27


April Speaker Program                                         Apr 29














Washington Seminar on China in


Washington, DC on April 26 & 27, 2012





    Plan now to attend USCPFA's 20th Washington Seminar on U.S.-China Relations, April 26-27, 2012, in Washington D.C. Embassy officials and diplomats, Youxie friends and experts on China have been invited to participate. By attending, you can renew old friendships and make new friends while you continue to learn about China and US-China relations. The Seminar theme is Historic Friendship: Foundation for the Future.


    


    Here are some program and speaker highlights: Charlotte Rees is an independent researcher and lecturer on the very early Chinese connections to the New World. She has given presentations at important institutions all over the world including The Library of Congress in D.C., The National Library of China and Tsinghua University in Beijing, and the University of London.


 


    Dr. John Jung, from California, is a professor, lecturer and author of books related to the life of Chinese immigrants in America. His presentations are riveting and quite animated.


 


    Susan Anthony and Tim Browning, Attorney Advisors in the Office of Intellectual Property Policy and Enforcement, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, discuss the current scene on intellectual property in China.


 


    Archie McKee, USCPFA member in the Sarasota chapter, explores the value of Chinese "treasures" one may have collected or inherited.


 


Long Bow Group is a non-profit organization, founded in 1982 to produce and disseminate educational media. They have produced 13 films about China, for which they have received 28 awards, including the George Peabody Broadcasting Award and an Academy Award nomination. Richard Pendleton, long-time caretaker of the USCPFA Film Library and New England chapter member, will introduce a series of Long Bow's film documentaries related to life in China.





Community Global Initiative Director Marcia Brown and students from D.C.-area schools will lead a session on this new educational initiative. The Initiative started with a China-based curriculum, using language and cultural components, and has now become global, including other countries.








 





April Speaker Program – April 29 Sunday





    On Sunday, April 29th at 2 PM in Conference Room #1 on the second floor of the Main Branch of the Albany Public Library, acclaimed artist Gu Lefu will give a lecture and demonstration of Chinese brush painting. His work was recently honored in his hometown of Nantong in Jiangsu province. Gu Lefu studied at the China Fine Arts College and was a member of the Chinese National Art Association. Professor Gu is also a well-regarded calligrapher and has lectured on calligraphy. Contact Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com� 518-4827675 for information and rides. 














President


Kirk Huang’s


Message








Qing Ming Festival and Its Origin





  Qing Ming, which means clear and bright in Chinese, falls on April 4th this year. It is both the fifth term in the traditional lunar calendar and a festival to hold memorial ceremony for the dead. It is a time to express one's grief for his lost relatives. An ancient elegiac poem, which described a grievous woman, was read that vines tangled in vain and weeds crept in the graveyard, and her husband slept there lonely. It was so difficult to endure for her as if summer in the day and winter at night. And her only wish was to reunite with him after death. 


  


  People often go to sweep and weed graves with whole family and take a walk in the countryside as well. In Tang Dynasty, the habit of taking an excursion on this day was developed. At this time, spring returns and dominates the earth again. The feel of growing life is in the air, with sap ascending in trees and buds bursting. And the willow branches inserted on each gate add vigor and vitality to the surroundings. But it actually means more than that. This custom can be traced back to over one thousand years ago


  


  During the Period of Spring and Autumn in the Jin Kingdom, one of the King's sons was called Chong Er. Jealous of his talent, a concubine falsely accused him of rebellion to make her son the crown prince. He had no choice but to flee and with him were some officials. They hid themselves in a mountain and went hungry for quite some time. An official named Jie Zitui took great pain to cut some flesh from his thigh and cooked it for Chong Er. When the fact was known the young master was moved to tears and knelt down in gratitude. And Jie replied his best repayment should be a just king. They lived a life of hunger and cold for three years until the evil concubine died. Many soldiers were sent to look for him and to escort him back home. Going into the carriage, he saw an official packed an old mat onto a horse, he said laughingly, 'What on earth is the use of that? Throw it away!' Jie Zitui heard it and sighed, 'It is hardship that can be shared with his majesty but not prosperity.' So he went away quietly and lived in seclusion with his old mother. 





  As Chong Er became king, he rewarded many people but he forgot Jie Zitui. He did not realize it until was reminded. However his invitation was refused and he flared up. Soldiers were ordered to burn up the mountain to force Jie to come out. Finally they found Jie and his mother scorched under a willow. He would rather die than yield to the power. Chong Er was so overwhelmed with regret that he ordered people hold memorial ceremony for Jie. So every year on that day folks mourned for him and the day before ate cold meals, which avoided making fire. Later the custom of inserting willow branches on gates was also added.


   _                                               - From About.com














Place stamp here








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" ��kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Vice President: Bob Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@peoplepc.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" ��� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com� Phone: 518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084)











Type of Membership


Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Quick View Calendar














Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Sat, Mar 3�
Annual Bowling and Pizza Party�
DEL LANES�
12:30 PM�
1�
�
    Sun, Mar 25�
Annual Table Tennis Tournament and pot luck dinner�
Chinese Community Center building�
3:00 PM�
1�
�
   Tues, Apr 17�
Annual Banquet�
Dragon Buffet�
5:30 PM�
2�
�
Sun, Apr 26-27�
Washington Seminar on U.S.-China Relations�
Washington D.C�
�
2�
�
Sun, Apr 29�
April Speaker Program�
Albany Public Library�
2:00 PM�
3�
�












�





President's Message





  It has been a mild winter. Skiers probably do not like this winter. I do like it because I get to be outside more often and stay outside longer. And utility bills are smaller! I am hoping this mild winter will bring early spring.





  Talking about spring, our Chapter will hold a series of events in March and April. These events are educational and fun. We have been having a good number of visiting scholars from China attending our events. Some of them have children with them. Attending Chapter’s events is a good opportunity for you to get to know these scholars and their children, and learn from them about today’s China. Similarly they can learn from you American society and culture. I hope you will attend these events. I wish you a Happy Spring!








Kirk
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March–April 2012 Issue 








Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA				





Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________         Circle one of the above





Email ____________________________________________________


		     


Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. 


Email: � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com�





All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.





     A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" ��www.uscpfany.org�





* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


�                                       





Events





Quick View Calendar








Annual Table Tennis Tournament and Potluck Dinner


Sunday March 25, 2012.





     On March 25th 2012, we will have our Annual Table Tennis Tournament and pot luck dinner at the Chinese Community Center building, 11 Avis Drive, Latham, from 3.00p.m -7.00 p.m. This Tournament is fun for all levels of players and all the family. We start with short friendly games, gradually eliminating players until we reach the semi finals and finals; where we have full games and are able to enjoy watching the true masters at play! We follow the games by sharing a delicious potluck dinner and good conversation. Please bring your best players to win and a dish to share!  


    


    The Table Tennis Tournament has always been a favorite activity and has been a tradition of our Chapter for a long time. It was held at the home of Sissy and Mel Horowitz for many years, until it became so popular that we needed two tables to play! Past champions have included Professor Lefu Gu, some Americans and many Chinese students and scholars! Please come and enjoy the fun. Please e-mail Alison devonalison1@yahoo.com or leave a message on her cell at: 518-944-1614, to let us know you will be attending or if you need a ride or can provide rides. 














Family Fun! Annual Bowling Tournament And


Pizza Party- Saturday, March 3





  On Saturday March 3 we invite all of our members, Chinese students/ scholars and friends to participate in our annual BOWLING AND PIZZA PARTY.  We're sure you'll want to join all of the fun, friendship and food for the family. We’ll meet at DEL LANES, (4 Bethlehem Ct., Delmar 12054 518-4392224, just off route 443/Delaware Ave.) at 12:30 PM. No experience is needed! Bowling is fun and we’ll be happy to teach you how to become a “pro”!  We’ll bowl two games and then enjoy fresh pizza and soda. At about 3 PM we’ll end with the awarding of special trophies to the best male and female bowlers. The cost of bowling (including bowling shoes) and pizza/soda is only $12 ($5 for children 10 and under), $ 8 for student and scholar friends from China and $ 15 for non-members. We need to plan the number participating. Please contact Nancy 518-2716343 nancearb@gmail.com to let her know that you will attend. Also let her know if you need ride or if you can provide rides.
































