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INVITATION TO GO TO A PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL GAME


Tuesday August 25 





    On Tuesday August 25 the US-China Peoples Friendship Association (USCPFA) invites you to our annual China Friendship Night at the Joe Bruno Stadium on the Campus of HVCC (Hudson Valley Community College) in Troy. This is an opportunity to watch a professional baseball game and cheer for our local Tri-City Valley Cats. Right now they are the #1 team in their division. This year we will see them play the Connecticut team which is currently in second place! There is also always a lot of fun, entertainment and contests at these games. This night is Irish Night and one of the special activities is a performance by the well-known area band "Hair of the Dog". The concert begins at 7 PM and the game begins right after the concert. We have reserved seats.


   We'll meet before the game at about 6:30 PM and enter as a group. Exact details will be given to each person who reserves a ticket.  We will provide rides for those who need one. We expect that many students and scholars from China will be joining us. Members share in explaining the game to those who have never seen one. To make your reservation for a night of baseball, friendship and fun, you must reserve your tickets by contacting Mel at melschinafriends@yahoo.com. or 518-449-8817(do not use this number from Aug.18-21) or 518-788-8963.  It is important that you make your reservation. Last year we had a lot of people in our group. If that is true again this  year,  we  may  have  to  charge  a
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President's Message


 


    I hope you are having a good summer.





    Many interesting events are planned in the coming months starting in late August. Other than enjoying the events, at these events, you will have the opportunity to meet Chinese scholars and students to learn about China, and to develop friendship. 


    The USCPFA National Convention will be held in Atlanta, Georgia September 11-13. Details of the Convention are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfa.org" \t "_blank" �www.uscpfa.org�. I encourage you to attend. 


    Enjoy the remaining summer and upcoming fall! See you at upcoming events!


                                                            


                                                       Kirk





  A REMINDER — Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org� 





Kirk Huang


President  USCPFA








* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


                                    �   





small amount for member tickets. To reserve your ticket, request a ride or volunteer to provide a ride, please contact Mel. We hope to hear from you soon.





WELCOME PICNIC


 Saturday August 29, 12 PM TO 4:30 PM 


Elm Avenue Park, 261 Elm Avenue, Delmar, NY  12054 Pavilion A (a/k/a small pavilion).





Be sure to join us to give a big welcome to the incoming and returning students and scholars that attend the colleges and universities in our area. The picnic starts at 12 PM. Everyone who plans to attend, please bring a dish, food or dessert to share. USCPFA will provide hot dogs, buns, and soda. There will be games, frisbee, volleyball and good conversation. Please contact Kirk at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com� to confirm your attendance, if you need ride, or if you can provide rides. See you soon!





Fall Hiking Outing


John Boyd Thacher State Park


Saturday September 19





    Fall is a beautiful time of a year and we would like you to join us on a hike at the John Boyd Thacher State Park on Saturday September 19, 2015.


    Thacher Park is famous for the magnificent view across the Hudson and Mohawk Valleys. As you stand on the Helderberg Escarpment on a clear day you can see the Adirondacks, the Green Mountains and the Taconics in the distance.


    As we walk along the top of the escarpment, you will have an ever-changing angle on the spectacular scenery. It is great in any season, but this is probably the best place, anywhere, to view the changing colors of the leaves on the trees.


    There is NO FEE! We will meet promptly at 1:00 P.M. at Collins Circle at SUNY, where we will   all   depart   together  to   the  park.   Wear comfortable walking shoes. Sneakers are fine.


    Please call Bea or Bob Swire at (518)399-7356 to let us know if you are taking the hike - if you need a ride -or if you can provide rides. We





request that you leave a telephone number in case bad weather is predicted for the day. Please--NO E-MAILS!


    We hope to meet past acquaintances and also make new friends. You might want to bring a camera. See you there！After the hike we may go together for pizza.





Stories Near and Far – Saturday October 17


    Writer and Storyteller Mary Murphy will perform a story program entitled "Stories Near and Far" on Saturday, October 17 at 2 PM at Colonie Town Library.  The event, funded by the Story Circle of the Capital District and Co-Sponsored by The US China Peoples Friendship Association (USCPFA), is free and open to the public. The performance is designed for adults and children over 5 years.  "Stories Near and Far" will feature folklore from many countries around the world.


    Mary is a recipient of a 2015 Storytelling Grant from the Story Circle of the Capital District. The grant was originated to promote storytelling and Story Circle's programs at Proctors, most notably this year's Tellabration, an afternoon of storytelling for adults.  Tellabration will be held at Proctors in Schenectady on Sunday, November 15, at 2 PM. This delightful story program features several storytellers telling original stories and folktales in Proctors' GE Theater. A limited number of free tickets for Tellabration (a $12.00 value per ticket) will be available at Mary's performance at Colonie Town Library on October 17.


    The US China Peoples Friendship Association (USCPFA) endeavors to offer visiting Chinese scholars and students of local colleges the social and cultural activities that will help them experience American life and give them a chance to meet and talk with Americans.


    Come and enjoy "Stories From Near and Far"


with Mary Murphy, Saturday, October 17, 2 PM at Colonie Town Library.  





Halloween Party --Saturday October 31





    Halloween is a favorite holiday for adults and children alike. It is when ghosts come out to walk in the night. Children go door to  door  for  treats  and everyone parties. We'll celebrate Halloween on Saturday  October 31st, 2015, from 5 PM - 9 PM  at 





Events





the Friends Meeting House, 727 Madison Ave, Albany NY. You may wear a costume if you wish. There will be storytelling, games, pumpkin carving and a Pot Luck supper. We'll have a lot of fun!  Please Bring a dish to share! and contact Alison at: 518-944-1614 or � HYPERLINK "https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=devonalison1@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �devonalison1@yahoo.com� if you wish to attend, and let her know if you need a ride or can provide a ride. Everyone is welcome! Come enjoy the fun! 





Mid-Autumn Festival 2015 and the Top 10 spots for moon gazing





Mid-Autumn Festival is traditionally celebrated on the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month, which is in September or October. Mid-Autumn Festival 2015 is on September 27. 


Mid-Autumn festival is the second most important festival after the Spring Festival to Chinese people. Every year, when the festival comes people go home from every corner of the country and the world to meet their family and have dinner with them, admire the full moon and eat mooncakes. 


    Chinese people believe a full moon is a symbol of peace, prosperity, and family reunion. On Mid-Autumn Festival night the moon is supposed to be the brightest and fullest, which is why the festival is also known as the "Day of Reunion" and the "Moon Festival".


    The Mid-Autumn Festival is a harvest festival originated 3000 years ago. An important part of the festival celebration is moon worship. It is still popular among women to worship and give offerings to the moon on this evening.


Mooncakes are traditional Chinese pastries generally eaten during the Mid-Autumn Festival. The   festival   typically   involves    family     getting 








    


together to share mooncakes while watching the moon. They are round in shape, like the full harvest moon and typically measure around 4 inches in diameter and 
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1 inche in thickness. Most mooncakes consist of a pastry skin enveloping a sweet, dense filling.


    People also light up lanterns. Children like making colorful lanterns very much and sometimes let them float on the rivers. They don’t leave the riverside until the light of the lanterns disappears. They also make Kongming lanterns, which can fly because the burning candles inside heat up the air in the lantern.


    For all of you moon-gazers, here’s a list of the top 10 spots in the country to enjoy the lunar delight, as chosen by netizens across China in 2014.


1.Yuantouzhu, Jiangsu    2.Wild Goose Pagoda, Shanxi     3.Tianping Lake, Anhui     4. Elephant Trunk Hill, Guangxi     5. Qinhuai riverside, Jiangsu     6.Slander West Lake, Jiangsu         7. Crescent Spring, Gansu     8.Hong Village, Anhui     9.Sanya, Hainan     10 Wuyuan County, Jiangxi


 (pictures left: Elephant Trunk Hill, Guangxi, 


right: Slender West Lake, Jiangsu)
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Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang   � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com�  


Vice President: Bea Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@peoplepc.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Event Updates: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" �� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Membership: Lorraine Okeson  518-237-7173 � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorraine.okeson@gmail.com" �lorraine.okeson@gmail.com�   





Events





     A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org�





Quick View Calendar





Quick View Calendar





Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Tue. August 25�
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL GAME�
Josheph Bruno Stadium


HVCC�
6:30 PM


-9:30 PM�
1�
�
Sat. August 29�
WELCOME PICNIC �
Elm Avenue Park


 261 Elm Avenue, Delmar�
12:00 PM


-4:30 PM�
2�
�
Sat. September 19�
Fall Hiking Outing�
John Boyd Thatcher State Park�
1:00PM�
2�
�
Sat. October 17�
Stories Near and Far�
Colonie Town Library�
2 - 4 PM�
2�
�
Sat. October 31�
HALLOWEEN PARTY�
Friends Meeting House 727 Madison Ave, Albany�
5:00PM


-9:00 PM�
2�
�









Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA


				


Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________         Circle one of the above





Email ____________________________________________________


		     


Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Lorraine Okeson, 10 Watervliet Ave, Cohoes, NY 12047


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.





Type of Membership





Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Place stamp here








US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President - Kirk Huang
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