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NOMINATIONS and PERFORMERS: HOW YOU CAN HELP TO MAKE THE APRIL BANQUET A BIG SUCCESS!!!





We Need Your Help: nominate award recipients and recommend performers to perform at the banquet (deadline approaching on March 20, please see details on page 2)








WINTER FUN !  GO SNOWSHOEING and LEARN ABOUT NATURE then join POTLUCK LUNCH and CONVERSATION on Saturday March 14





    On Saturday March 14, we will go SNOWSHOEING at the Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, which is located on Game Farm Road in Delmar. This is an annual FAMILY event for our members, students and scholars from China and includes children who are at least 8 years old. You will need to arrive by 9:30 AM. Starting this winter, Five Rivers charges rental fee for using snowshoes. Therefore, there will be a $3 charge per person if you use the snowshoe (you can still join the outdoor guided tour without wearing  snowshoes).


     When we begin, the guides at the center will explain how to put on and walk on snowshoes, and then we will go for a walk in snowshoes (if you have your own, please bring them) to walk on top of the snow. Looks like we will have snow this year-but we'll have a walk even if there is none. They will show us animal prints and explain how they survive in winter. Be sure to dress warmly. Dress in layers. We should finish our walk by around 11:30 AM.


     Next we will enjoy potluck lunch and friendly conversation at the Delmar Reformed Church located at 386 Delaware Ave, Delmar. Everyone is asked to please bring food to share at  the  lunch  -- main    dishes     are 


    





    








�





President's Message


 


    After last winter, I thought there will not be another cold winter like it. But it turned out this winter is even colder and snowier and the winter still continues. Well, sooner or later, spring will arrive.


    Our Chapter will hold many events in March and April. I hope you will join these fun and educational events. Come meet old friends, make new friends and meet friends from China. You will get to know China better since they are from various parts of China. There is always delicious food, good friendship and good entertainment at the Annual Banquet. I hope you, your family and friends will join the Banquet. 


    This year’s Chinese New Year is on February 19, Year of the Ram. I wish you a very Happy and Successful Year of the Ram and a very lovely spring.


                                                             


                                                          Kirk





  A REMINDER — Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org� 





Kirk Huang


President  USCPFA








* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


                                    �   





FAMILY FUN! ANNUAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT AND PIZZA PARTY


 Sunday March 22


    On Sunday March 22 we invite all of our members, Chinese students/scholars and friends to participate in our annual BOWLING AND PIZZA PARTY.  We're sure you'll want to join in for all the fun, friendship and food for the family.


    We’ll meet at DEL LANES, (4 Bethlehem Ct., Delmar 12054 Tel:518-439-2224) at 12:30 PM. No experience is needed! Bowling is fun and we’ll be happy to teach you a few tips!  We’ll bowl two games and then enjoy fresh pizza and soda.


    At about 3 PM we’ll end with the awarding of special trophies to the best male, female and teenagers/children bowlers. The cost of bowling (including bowling shoes) and pizza/soda is only $12 ($5 for children 10 and under), $10 for student and scholar friends from China and $ 15 for non-members.


    We need to plan the number participating. Please contact Kirk at kkhbravo1@yahoo.com to let him know that you will attend. Also let him know if you need ride or if you can provide rides.





MAPLE SYRUP TOUR – Saturday March 28


Maple syrup is a sweet treat produced in Northeast United States, mainly New York and Vermont. You can pour this syrup over pancakes, popcorn, ice cream or many other things. Candy can be made from it. And the maple flavoring can be used in many other products. It is actually made from the sap in the tree. How? We would like you to see for yourself, and taste and buy samples. If weather cooperates, we’ll meet at 10 AM at Mountain Winds Farm, 12 Williamson Rd, Berne, NY 12023. For update information, please watch your email, or visit our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" \t "_blank" �www.uscpfany.org�, or call Lorraine at � HYPERLINK "tel:518-237-7173" �518-237-7173�





SPEAKER PROGRAM: WORLD BANK PROJECTS IN CHINA – Saturday April 11


    On Saturday April 11, 2 PM, at Colonie Town Library, 629 Albany Shaker Rd, Albany, NY 12211, Richard Garrabrant with HJI   Group    Corporation, 





encouraged; we have been having too many desserts!  


    SPACE IS LIMITED, so we ask you to make a reservation with Kirk at kkhbravo1@yahoo.com, and also let him know if you need ride or can offer rides.





NOMINATIONS and PERFORMERS: HOW YOU CAN HELP TO MAKE THE APRIL BANQUET A BIG SUCCESS!!!





    WE NEED YOUR HELP! Each year the USCPFA Banquet is a time for all of us to enjoy great company and food while honoring our award winners and listening to some wonderful American and Chinese entertainment. We ask for your help with this.


    Our awards recognize those who have done the most to promote US-China Friendship and Mutual Understanding. The Friendship Links Award is presented to the individual or organization that is NOT a USCPFA member and has done the most to promote US-China Friendship. We’d appreciate it if you could send an email to Kirk at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com� to nominate any individual or organization in the Capital Region that has helped enhance US-China Friendship. Please include a brief description of why you have made this nomination.


   One of the favorite features of our annual banquet is the Chinese and American entertainment. We would appreciate any volunteers or suggestions you might have. Performers usually sing or play a musical instrument for five to ten minutes each. Will YOU volunteer or do you have a recommendation? Performers do NOT have to be USCPFA members. Please send an email to Kirk at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com� with the name(s), contact information and the type of performance. With each recommendation please include your phone number in case we need to contact you for additional information.


   The deadline for sending us nominations and performers  is  March 20.  Please  don't delay and send your ideas to us soon. Thank you for your help. See you at the Banquet on April 18!





 





Events





�





Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-813-9104 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  


Vice President: Bea Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@gmail.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Event Updates: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" �� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Membership: Lorraine Okeson   518-237-7173 � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorraine.okeson@gmail.com" �lorraine.okeson@gmail.com�   





Inc. will discuss World Bank Projects implemented in China. The World Bank is an international funding organization that among other things, finances infrastructure projects to help fight poverty. Two thirds of the world’s poor live in Asia. Infrastructure projects that bring clean water, roads and bridges to rural poor and provide access from farms to markets are some of the many methods used to help achieve the goal to reduce poverty. Capacity building or training of local governments is also an integral part of achieving results. HJI Group is an international consulting firm based out of California that provides services to the World Bank. Richard will discuss some projects completed and currently underway in the capital city of Chengdu located in the Sichuan Province of the Peoples Republic of China. International consulting firms bring expertise to local governments in China to help implement these projects and make sure good results are achieved following World Bank procedures.





ANNUAL BANQUET & AWARDS EVENT SET FOR SATURDAY APRIL 18





DATE/TIME: Saturday April 18 - Check-in time is 5:30 PM; we'll begin eating by 6 PM. LOCATION: Capital Buffet (145 Wolf Rd, Colonie) – PRIVATE ROOM. 


RESERVATIONS: Only $13 for members and $16 for non-members and includes all the food you can eat, beverage and tips. Not a member and want to pay member price? Simply include your membership dues with your Banquet reservation. 


EVENT FEATURES: 


(1) Come to support the annual award winners: Friendship Builder, Friendship Link and Tema Bellinson Memorial Award (for top HS student of 





Chinese Language & Culture) 


(2) Come to enjoy the variety of Chinese and American talented performers.


(3) Come to see if you win one of the raffle prizes from/about China.


(4) Come to enjoy the company of our members and friends from China.


Clearly it’s a bargain!  We hope you will mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend.  Make your reservation early by sending a check (made out to "USCPFA") to Nancy Meyer, 1034 Madison Ave., Troy, NY 12180. Please include your name/names, address  and  email  address.   If you have any questions please contact Kirk at kkhbravo1@yahoo.com.   





January Speaker Program


    On Sunday January 18th 2015, Tech Valley student Alyssa Decker gave a presentation on her exchange trip to Beijing last summer, which was arranged by her school and the Eastern region of USCPFA. Alyssa described in detail her wonderful experience in Beijing and the differences she noticed in the cultures: The busy streets where people walk shoulder to shoulder, compared to the quiet streets of the Capital District. The fact that most people in Beijing live in apartments, where as she and most of her friends live in houses. 


    She described how the host family took it in turns to take time off work to show her Beijing. She gave an extremely poised and articulate presentation, answering confidently all the questions audience had for her. She talked about how she valued this experience and looked forward to meeting with her new friend from China when she comes to visit the Capital district this summer. It was a very interesting presentation.





Events





     A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org�





Quick View Calendar





Quick View Calendar





Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Sat. March 14�
Snowshoeing and Potluck Lunch�
Five Rivers Environmental Education Center


 Game Farm Rd,  Delmar


Delmar Reformed Church,


386 Delaware Ave. Delmar�
9:30 AM�
1�
�
Sun. March 22�
Annual Bowling Tournament And Pizza Party�
DEL LANES, 4 Bethlehem Ct., Delmar �
12:30PM�
2�
�
Sat. March 28�
Maple Syrup Tour�
Mountain Winds Farm


12 Williamson Rd, Berne, NY 12023�
10 AM�
2�
�
Sat.    April 11�
Speaker Program�
Colonie Library 


629 Albany Shaker Rd, Albany, NY �
2 PM�
2�
�
Sat.    April 18�
Annual Banquet & Awards�
Capital Buffet ,145 Wolf Rd, Colonie �
5:30 PM�
3�
�






Type of Membership





Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40








Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA


				


Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________  





Email ____________________________________________________       Circle one of the above





Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Lorraine Okeson, 10 Watervliet Ave, Cohoes, NY 12047


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.








US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President - Kirk Huang
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