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  A REMINDER — Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org� 





HOLIDAY PARTY – Saturday December 12





Our Annual Holiday Party will take place on Saturday, December 12th from 6 PM to 9 PM at Friends Meeting House, 727 Madison Ave, Albany. We'll start with potluck. Everyone please bring a dish to share. We'll sing, tell stories, and have fun. All are welcome. Please let Kirk know that you are attending, if you need a ride, or you can provide rides. 


Kirk: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com� � HYPERLINK "tel:518-813-9104" �518-813-9104�


See you at the Party!





Students, Scholars and Family Members Joined USCPFA at Baseball Game!





On Tuesday August 25 the US-China Peoples Friendship Association (USCPFA) invited area college students and scholars from China (and their families - including children) to join us for the annual China Friendship  Night at the Joe Bruno Stadium on the  Campus of HVCC(Hudson Valley Community College) in Troy. About twenty of us took advantage of this opportunity to watch a professional baseball game and cheer for our local Tri-City Valley Cats. As it was also Irish Night we saw people dressed in colorful green outfits and watched a band, dressed in kilts of course, perform. Our Chinese friends quickly learned the basic rules of the game and soon became "pros". The Valley Cats, the top team in their division, played the second place team from Connecticut. At the start of the game Connecticut took the lead but the Valley Cats eventually won! Everyone enjoyed the game and friendship.








�





President's Message





 


Hope you are enjoying the good weather so far. I am certainly enjoying it while it is here. 


2015 is a successful year for our Chapter. Many events were held with good success. We are looking forward to holding many events in 2016. �    Holiday season is just couple weeks away. I wish you and your loved ones a very joyful holiday season. 


I look forward to seeing you at our holiday party on December 12.








                                                                Kirk





Kirk Huang


President  USCPFA








* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


                                    �   





Understanding Chinese Mythology--Nü Wa








She rides in a thunder-carriage driving shaft-steeds of winged dragons and an outer pair of green hornless dragon.








Nü Wa is a goddess in ancient Chinese mythology best known for creating mankind and repairing the pillar of heaven. After the death of Pangu, the universe became empty of any human presence. Many, many years later, Nü Wa, mother of humankind, appeared.  She felt so lonely that one day, she began to make human figures, both male and female, out of yellow clay. Strangely, each came to life as soon as she blew her breath upon them. At last, all the figures she created acquired life, forming lively company gathered around her. However, she grew tired of this lengthy task, so instead she drew a rope through the mud and flicked blobs of it to make more people. As they lived and worked together, the  adults  gave  birth  to   children.   The playful infants grew up happy and carefree, then married and had their own children. 





Another   popular   story  recounts how  Nü  Wa saved the earth. Gong Gong is a Chinese water god. He fought with Zhu Rong, the god of fire, to claim the throne of Heaven, but he lost. In a fit of rage he smashed his head against Buzhou Mountain, a pillar holding up the sky, greatly damaging it and tearing a hole in the sky and causing the ends of the earth to give way.  Heavy rain was pouring through the hole.  Great floods and suffering followed. Then Nü Wa smelted five-colored stones and used them to mend the sky. She supported the four corners of the sky with the legs of a giant turtle. Nü Wa 's actions restored the order of the universe and saved the world from destruction and she earned the unending gratitude of the people.








USCPFA Welcome Picnic—August 2015





Our annual Welcome Picnic was held at the Elm Avenue Park in Delmar in August 29, 2015 where we welcomed the incoming and returning students and scholars who attend the colleges and universities in our area. Good food and conversations were shared by all and we had the opportunity to renew old friendships and make new friends as well.


After all was said and done, we took on an enjoyable 20-minute hike within the lovely grounds of the Elm Avenue Park. Not only did we get some much needed exercise, new discoveries were made and we learned about the flowers and trees along our journey. The weather was great and the birds were chirping. With an afternoon of fun and laughter we departed with joy in our hearts and smile on our faces.





The Autumn USCPFA Hike on at Thatcher Park





Due to rain we had to change the date of our hike to Thacher Park to September 26th, but the wait was well worth it because the weather was so beautiful! We walked from the furthest point of Thatcher Park, through the Indian Ladder trail to the Helderberg Escarpment and back again across the top.


 We had a good turnout of both Americans and Chinese visitors and it was a pleasant fall day, with very clear views. Because of the mild weather, there had not been much leaf change, but everyone enjoyed the views on the way and the panoramic view from the escarpment. It was a nice hike and conversations and chuckles were had along the way, as we made our way through the different terrain. It was a lot of fun! We hope you will join us on our next hike.





Events





 festivals anywhere in the world.


    Hundreds of gigantic, intricate ice and snow sculptures line both sides of the banks of the frozen Songhua River, which cuts through Harbin. Ever wondered what the Forbidden City or the Great Wall would look like if they were made of ice? Or perhaps Paris's Notre Dame Cathedral and Egypt's Sphinx?  You will also see icy versions of pagodas, skyscrapers, dragons and sea monsters.


    Carved by around 15,000 workers and designed by local engineering students, the sculptures are normally ready by late December, although the festival doesn't officially start until January 5th. At night, they are lit up by multi-coloured lasers and lanterns. The effect is magical enough to take your breath away - if it wasn't already a freezing mist hanging in front of you. The advantage of this arctic-like climate is that it's often close to the end of February before the sculptures start to melt.


Harbin's festival now attracts close to a million visitors. Many are Chinese tourists from warmer parts of the country, for who snow and ice is an unseen novelty. The festival has also contributed to Heilonjiang's growing reputation as a winter sports playground. China's best ski slopes are at the nearby Yabuli Ski Resort, while in Harbin itself the Songhua River provides space for ice skaters and ice hockey games. Now, Harbin is expected to bid to host the 2022 Winter Olympics.        





                  (pics: mammoth and giant ice-slide)


�





�





Harbin In Winter, the most beautiful place on the planet---- The Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival


�


The largest snow sculpture is 120 metres (390 feet) long, while the "Crystal Castle", an ice-carving project finished in December 2013, towers over the winter theme park at a height of 48 metres (160 feet).





    Harbin, being the famous "Ice City" and one of the biggest cities in northeast China, hosts an annual International Ice and Snow Festival in winter. The festival started in 1963 and is the largest annual winter festival of its kind in the world, attracting visitors travelled to get a look at the unique creations, which include castles and famous buildings.  In Harbin, some of the world's most amazing and breathtaking ice sculptures go on display every year.


    The 32nd Ice and Snow Festival will be held from January 5, 2016 and last for over one month, opening with a theme "Happy Ice Snow, Exciting City".


    Temperatures that can dip to -30° C, ferocious winds that howl down from Siberia and a distinct lack of sunlight from the mid-afternoon on might not sound like the ideal weather conditions for a holiday.


    In Harbin, though, the arrival of winter signals the beginning of the peak tourist season. From late   December,   visitors   throng   this   city   to experience   one  of   the  finest  ice   and   snow








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-813-9104 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  


Vice President: Bea Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@gmail.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Event Updates: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" �� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Membership: Lorraine Okeson   518-237-7173 � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorraine.okeson@gmail.com" �lorraine.okeson@gmail.com�   





Events





     A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org�





Quick View Calendar





Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Sat. Dec 12�
HOLIDAY PARTY �
Friends Meeting House, 727 Madison Ave, Albany�
6:00PM—9:00 PM�
1�
�
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Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA


				


Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________  





Email ____________________________________________________       Circle one of the above





Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Lorraine Okeson, 10 Watervliet Ave, Cohoes, NY 12047


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.











Place stamp here








Type of Membership





Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40











