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Springtime Outing 


Hike at Grafton Lakes State Park June 4th 





   Join us on Saturday June 4th for a hike around "Shaver Pond" located in Grafton Lakes State Park. Hiking was a very popular activity, we are looking forward to sharing this experience again with members, students and scholars from China.


   To reach our destination from Albany, go North on Route 87(the Northway) to Exit 7. Follow Route 7 East 9.6 miles to Route 278 where we will all meet at 1:30 P.M. at the abandoned blue-yellow-red gas station(For Sale or Lease) located on the left-hand side of Route 7E just before where Route 7 and Route 278 connect at the traffic light. If you go past the traffic light, you have gone too far. From the abandoned gas station we will all proceed to the parking lot on Shaver Pond Road (8.4 miles).


   This moderate hike will take us around Shaver Pond and through a forested area. Along the way, we’ll also spend some time enjoying the beauty of the Park. We suggest you bring bottled water, insect repellent, and wear comfortable walking shoes.


   Please call Bea or Bob Swire at (518)399-7356 to let us know if you are planning to take the hike -- if you need a ride -- or if you can provide rides. We request that you leave a telephone number in case bad weather is predicted for this day. Please NO E-MAILS. We are looking forward to meeting you.


�





  A REMINDER — Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org� 








�





President's Message


Many wonderful and fun programs were held in March and April. This year the format of Annual Banquet was changed to a less-formal Annual Dinner. The feedback I received was very positive. Judging from the smiling faces and many people still hung around long after event was over, I think all who attended had a really good time.


This is the election year for our Chapter. The election will be held at the June picnic on Sunday June 19. Please attend the picnic, having fun and electing Chapter Officers.


I would like to wish graduating students and returning-home visiting scholars best of luck on their future endeavors.  I wish you all have a very good summer!


                                                        


                                                          Kirk





Kirk Huang


President  USCPFA








* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" information and reminders


                                    �   





                  March Speaker Program





    On Sunday March 20 at Colonie Town Library, Dr. Dejun Cao, professor of Business Management in the School of International Business at the Southwestern University of Finance & Economics in Chengdu China and Chinese Director of the Confucius Institute, University at Albany, joined American business consultant Jerry Shaye in a wide-ranging discussion of China's future economic prospects.


    The main take away from his remarks was that the target growth rate of 6.5% going forward in China's most recent Five Year Plan is a floor not a ceiling.


     Dr. Cao had harsh words for the deposed Chinese financial regulator after erratic moves in the Shanghai stock market. Not discussed in depth was the value of the Yuan. A weak Yuan would give Chinese exporters a competitive advantage but a strong Yuan would give Chinese consumers more purchasing power. A strong Yuan is a goal for Chinese policymakers hoping to boost China's standing in financial world.


    He and Jerry Shaye agreed that the United States and China must work together on mutually acceptable international trade agreements. Right now, the Obama Administration is pushing for the TPP, Trans Pacific Partnership while China is sponsoring a competing Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership among Asian Pacific nations. Dr. Cao opined that at some point the US must work with China because China's economy is too big to ignore.


    There was discussion about what does the US offer that the Chinese want to buy? Answer: A higher education degree from a US college or university carries prestige in China.


 





Annual Bowling and Pizza Party





    Pizza and bowling at Del Lanes is always a lot of fun and this year was no exception! On Saturday April 2, everyone bowled at their own skill and grew excited when they made a strike!  Our Female Champion, Darleen, went from good to excellent as she bowled. She is a natural bowler. The men’s Championship, as is  often the case, was a close competition.





Annual June Picnic and Election 


Sunday June 19, 12 PM





    Our Annual Picnic will be held at the Bethlehem Town Park located at Elm Ave, Pavilion A (small Pavilion), in Delmar, NY from 12 PM to 4 PM on Sunday June 19. We invite all members and friends to join the fun and welcome summer. There will be food, friendship and games! USCPFA will provide hot dogs, buns and soda. To enhance the food, you are asked to bring a dish to share. Around 2:30 PM, members will participate in business meeting as we will be voting for Chapter Officers for the next two years. We do need to know the number attending so that we will have enough food. So please let Kirk at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com� know that you will attend. Please also let him know if you need a ride or can provide rides.





Annual Snowshoeing 





    After two brutal winters of sub-zero degree weather, we finally got the mild winter we so badly needed this year, consequently there was no snow for us to snowshoe at this year’s snowshoeing event on Saturday February 27 at Fiver River Environmental Center; But we had fun anyway going on a Nature hike!


    Before setting off on the hike, the guide let us try on the snow shoes and walk in them inside the building. There was a sea of happy faces trying on and trying to walk for the first time in snow shoes!  Before leaving the building, we looked at five rivers fine collection of taxidermy local animals and learned a little about them.


    Once outside, the friendly and knowledgeable guide took us to a tree a screech owl was nesting in. It was fun to see this little bird through the binoculars, nestled in a hole and skillfully camouflaged! We next hiked around a large pond. We saw evidence of trees that had been cut down by beavers and finally the beaver lodge as we turned the last corner. After an energetic morning we went to the Delmar reformed church, where we shared  delicious dishes and interesting conversations.  It was an exciting event for all who attended.








Events





In the end, XinChao Li, was our champion. The teenager Championship went to Xizhu He. A good time was had by all, with Rezsin observing and cheering from the side line. After Bowling it was time to eat Del Lanes’ delicious house made pizza. Trophies were awarded to the winners.  We had lots of good conversation and laughter. If you have not attended before, why not come next year? It is guaranteed you will enjoy!





Annual Membership Dinner





�


    Many of our members and friends from China gathered at the Capital Buffet on Wolf Rd in Colonie on Saturday evening April 16 for our Annual Dinner. After we had ample time to eat, drink and enjoy conversations, Kirk welcomed everyone and talked about the USCPFA and our upcoming programs.


    Kirk then introduced Mel and Chinese Language Teacher Sophia Hsia to present the Tema Bellinson Award to the Capital Region's most outstanding high school student of Chinese Language and Culture. This year's honoree is Tech Valley HS Senior Hanna Neuman, a  student  currently taking  Chinese 4. 





In 2015 Hanna had visited China with a group of 20 from her school. Hanna's parents and sister were also at the banquet.


    Kirk then presented a special Lifetime Achievement Award to Rezsin Adams. Rezsin, a longtime community activist, was part of a China Discussion group in Albany which predated the USCPFA. She became a charter USCPFA member when the Chapter was created in 1974 and has served as a chapter, regional and national officer. Several members rose to commend Rezsin for all that she has done to promote US-China Friendship.


    Also attending was Diana Bennett, an assistant to Congressman Paul Tonko, who presented certificates to both of our award honorees.


    After the awards we enjoyed excellent American and Chinese Music. Peter Warren and Nicole provided vocals and played the guitar and bongo drums on several American folk and jazz songs. Then followed by Lily Dong, a Niskayuna HS Junior, who treated us to some traditional songs played beautifully on the Chinese musical instrument, Zhen.


     A great time was enjoyed by all. If you missed it, be sure to attend next year!


�





Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo1@yahoo.com" �kkhbravo1@yahoo.com�  


Vice President: Bea Swire   518-399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@gmail.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Event Updates: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" �� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Membership: Lorraine Okeson   518-237-7173 � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorraine.okeson@gmail.com" �lorraine.okeson@gmail.com�   





Events





     A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" �www.uscpfany.org�
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Sat. June 4�
Springtime Outing 


Hike �
Grafton Lakes State Park
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Sun. June19�
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Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA


				


Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________  





Email ____________________________________________________       Circle one of the above





Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Lorraine Okeson, 10 Watervliet Ave, Cohoes, NY 12047


All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.











Place stamp here








Type of Membership





Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40











