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JOIN THE FUN IN ON AUGUST 5 AT CHINA FRIENDSHIP NIGHT BY ATTENDING THE TRI-CITY VALLEY CATS BASEBALL GAME


  On Wednesday August 5 we will have our annual China Friendship Night at the Joe Bruno Stadium on the Campus of HVCC in Troy. This is an opportunity to enjoy a professional baseball game to see our local Tri-City Valley Cats play perennial league powerhouse, Mahong Valley. There is always a lot of entertainment and contests at these games. Tickets will be inexpensive or free, depending upon the number attending, as the number of free tickets is limited. We will send a USCPFA UPDATE email message to those on our list. To be added to the USCPFA UPDATE list send an email request to Mel. If    you do not have email you can call him. 


  The game begins at 7 PM. We have reserved seats. We'll meet before the game at about 6:30 PM and enter as a group. Exact details will be given to each person who reserves a ticket. We expect that many students and scholars from China will be joining us. Members share in explaining the game to those who have never seen one To make your reservation for a night of baseball, friendship and fun, you must reserve your tickets by contacting Mel at 449-8817 or melschinafriends@yahoo.com.





Steering Committee meetings are open to anyone interested on July 30th and August 27th 7:00 PM at 112 Chestnut St. Albany.           


  � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.picturesof.net/_images_300/basket_full_food_royalty_free_080808-175324-689042.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���




















NATIONAL USCPFA NEWS:


National Convention/Elections and Eastern Region Chapter Expansion


 


    The USCPFA's 22nd National Convention will be held at the Hilton San Francisco Financial District Hotel in California from Sept. 4-6. The theme is "60/30..60 Years Since Liberation and 30 Years Since Normalization". The convention begins with a dinner reception  at the Chinese consulate. As always the days a filled with top keynote speakers from the US and China, breakout panels and discussions and an opportunity to meet members from USCPFA Chapters across the country. Members will receive details in their USCR Magazine and in a special mailing. Registrations received by August 7 save $50.


    A National Convention means the election of top officers. A national committee will accept  nominations for National President and/or National Treasurer during the month of July. The Eastern Region will elect it's President, Treasurer and two National Board Members. Both the Region and National will be presenting awards to its' most active members.


    The Eastern Region is excited about it's continued expansion. New groups are forming in both Northern New Jersey and the Washington, DC areas and in the Fall a new group will form in the Philadelphia area. The New York City Chapter is pleased that it is experiencing renewed growth after an excellent Jazz Luncheon. All of the region's chapters are trying to encourage increased membership before the August 1 convention count cut-off date. Our own chapter is currently the third largest in the nation and needs only ten more members to move up to the next level. Do you know of someone who might join? There is a membership form on the back of this issue.


    If you'd like additional information about any of the topics in this article please contact Kirk or Mel.
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION


Next NL Deadline AUGUST 15


  We invite you to submit articles for the newsletter to Editor Xin Ni, 9 Knolls Rd, Niskayuna, NY 12309 or email at nixin1@gmail.com. Tell us what you want and we will do our best to provide you with more information. Next deadline: August 15th, 2009.











Events











Coming Soon:


       


 China Friendship Night


              Aug 5


  Welcome Picnic


Aug 30








China in Color One-Hundred Years Ago


– A Recent Discovery


Presented by Gregg B. Millett, PhD


    On Sunday, June 7th, Gregg Millett made a presentation at the Guilderland Public Library on the Glass Lantern Slides that are part of the Schenectady Museum’s collection of Harry Ostrander.


    Gregg’s Presentation:  "China in Color One-Hundred Years Ago" gave the attendees an update on this relatively recent discovery and new China project. Using the "1909 Sears Catalogue", he took us back one hundred years to the horse and buggy days and the entertainment that fascinated audiences.  He showed the type of camera and carbon arc magic lantern used by Harry Ostrander as well as showing us other magic lanterns in his collection.  He also presented many of the magnificent one hundred year old images of China via a modern digital projector. 


General Background: In 2005 Gregg Millett took his father's 1945 colored Kodacrome slides back to where they were taken -- at the eastern end of the Ledo Burma Road -- to Kunming China. The exhibitions, organized by Kunming entrepreneur/adventurer, Jin Fei Bao, attracted hundreds of thousands of people and ended up being designated as the earliest known colored photographs of China. They were exhibited at the National Museum of China in Beijing in 2006. After the first Kunming exhibition, Jin Fei Bao traveled to the USA, at which time he was a featured speaker at the USCPFA National Convention in Schenectady. During Jin Fei Bao’s stay in Schenectady, he and Gregg discovered a collection of hand-painted glass "lantern" slides in the archives of the Schenectady Museum.    


Ostrander’s Collection: New Yorker, Harry Ostrander, a world traveler, took these remarkable glass slide photographs during the early 1900s. From 1911 to 1941, Ostrander would travel the world in the summer and give lecturers on his travels the rest of the year throughout the country. His photographs were taken on glass plates and after returning home, he had these photographs hand-painted/colored by artists.  He then used these images to illustrate his lectures by using a "magic lantern" projector to display them to delighted audiences.


    New Exhibition Planned: Gregg and Jin Fei Bao are now planning a new exhibition, which will open in Kunming in the fall of 2009, or spring of 2010.  The exhibition will travel through China and end at the National Museum of China in Beijing. The colored images of China by Harry Ostrander form the heart of this exhibition along with the collection of antique projectors.  The photographs were taken in 1911 and trace a coastal journey from Beihai to Hong Kong, Canton, Fuzhou, Shanghai, Tianjin and then up to Chengde and south to Beijing.
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Message

















Place stamp here








Contact information


President:  Kirk Huang    518-782-0746 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kkhbravo@yahoo.com" ��kkhbravo@yahoo.com�  (9 Hunters Run Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047)


Vice President: Bob Swire   518 -399-7356


Treasurer: Nancy Meyer   518-271-6343 nancearb@peoplepc.com


Secretary: Alison Stonbely 518-944-1614 devonalison1@yahoo.com 


Events: Mel Horowitz   518-449-8817 � HYPERLINK "mailto:edusources@yahoo.com" ��� HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=017C57F2-EF90-46A0-B56B-A70BC113A357&start=0&len=3801&src=&type=x&to=melschinafriends@yahoo.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1aec69bbfd3b6aede5e27ccf53d3cdf338" �melschinafriends@yahoo.com��


Programs (monthly): Gene Damm � HYPERLINK "mailto:gdamm@nycap.rr.com" ��gdamm@nycap.rr.com� Phone: 518-482-7675


Membership – Hank Williams 518-456-6886, � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com� (46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084)











Type of Membership


Student -- $10


Senior -- $20


Individual -- $25


Family -- $40














Quick View Calendar





Membership Application – Make checks out to USCPFA				





Name ____________________________________________________	





Address __________________________________________________		





City, State and Zip __________________________________________





Phone ____________________________________________________          Circle one of the above





Email ____________________________________________________


		     


Amount enclosed* ______________________





Mail to: USCPFA c/o Hank Williams, 46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084. 


Email: � HYPERLINK "http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=f2d467085cfe6db587b1376b0e7b0e1a1d3fc3fe32c773e524af6f93a8e005b1&mailto=1&to=williams1@nycap.rr.com&msg=855AC008-C1F5-4593-BD35-DEEEFD403A28&start=0&len=2274&src=&type=x" �williams1@nycap.rr.com�





All memberships include a quarterly copy of the National US-China Review and bimonthly USCPFA Newsletter 


* Donations are Tax Deductible to extent allowed by law.











Date�
Event�
Location�
Time�
Page�
�
Wed, Aug 5�
China Friendship Night�
Joe Bruno Stadium�
6:30 PM�
1�
�
Sun, Aug 30�
Welcome Picnic�
Park in Bethlehem  �
12:30 PM�
1�
�
Sept. 4-6�
National Convention�
San Francisco, CA�
�
2�
�






A REMINDER --Check for any last minute changes on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscpfany.org" ��www.uscpfany.org�. 








�





  We had a good Annual June Picnic. There were over 50 people attended, good food, conversation and great company. We held a business meeting at the picnic discussing issues related to upcoming USCPFA National Convention. The Convention will be held at San Francisco Chinatown Hilton from September 4 - 6, 2009. Details are provided in the newsletter.


  We will have the popular baseball game and the welcome back picnic in August. I hope to see you at these events. Summer is vacation time. I wish you and your families have a great vacation and enjoy the summer.


			


     Kirk








US-China Peoples Friendship Association


President - Kirk Huang


Membership Chair – Hank Williams


46 Hiawatha Drive, Guilderland, NY 12084
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* Do you have an email address? Send it to Mel if you'd like to be added to our "USCPFA Update" service to obtain program information and reminders


�





The USCPFA June picnic and Annual meeting held on June 13th 2009


At the Henry Hudson Park in Selkirk


    More than fifty people came to the June picnic and Annual Meeting at the Henry Hudson Park. It was a beautiful sunny day and we had Chinese and American friends from every generation attend the picnic, which was a lot of fun. The afternoon began with conversation or joining in with sports activities, until Kirk had prepared the hotdogs. A delicious potluck lunch and more conversation followed this. 


    While the members held their Annual meeting, the others enjoyed more sports or walking along the scenic Hudson River front. It really was a day to enjoy friendship and this park in all its glory. If you could not make it this year, make sure you come next year, as everyone had a really good time.





Chinese Valentine’s Day – Qi Xi


    Pronounced “chee shuh”, the characters literally mean night of sevens. The festival takes place on the seventh day of the seventh lunar month (mid-August by our calendars) and has its root in an ancient legend about two lovers separated by the Milky Way who can only meet once a year on this night.


    Qi Xi Traditions: Nowadays, young people might go to a temple to pray for help finding a good mate, but for the most part, the festival goes by without much traditional celebration. In the past, girls might have prayed to the gods for their handicraft skills to become better (as the princess was a weaver) and pray to the princess for beauty. Young women would traditionally wash their hair on the night of the seventh day of the seventh lunar month in a rite of beauty. –From about.com





Culture Corner








INTRODUCTION TO CHENGDU





   Chengdu is most commonly visited by tourists who want to see the pandas, or by travelers en route to Tibet. Chengdu is one of the best places to arrange the Tibet Travel Permit and many tourists will only stay in the city for as long as it takes to obtain. However, the city deserves more attention than that and should be considered for inclusion on any itinerary that goes beyond the big three cities (Beijing, Shanghai and Xian). Guangzhou and Guilin might feature on many itineraries before Chengdu, but it should be considered nonetheless.


Although it is a large and thoroughly modern city, Chengdu retains a quaint charm that makes it a very enjoyable destination. It would have to be the most laid-back city of such a size in all of China. People in Chengdu never seem to be in a hurry. Parks brim with the elderly playing cards and board games, families on an outing and young couples on a stroll. Backstreets are filled with all sorts of vendors hawking everything from handicrafts to local snacks. There is a strong teahouse culture in Chengdu which, by the nature of tea culture, slows down the pace of life. Chengdu has its share of traffic problems and overcrowding, but this never seems to irritate as it can in other cities.


Chengdu’s surrounding topography also enhances its charm. Not only is it a green and fertile city, but it also benefits from regular mists which create a strong sense of mystique about the place. Chengdu has some interesting temples that justify visits in their own right, but with a heavy mist hovering over them and dewy shrubs decorating the grounds they appear infinitely more atmospheric. Chengdu sports a number of other tourist attractions, but they are generally of more interest to Chinese tourists than foreigners.


For most foreign tourists Chengdu is synonymous with the panda. Sichuan Province is home to the majority of the world’s giant pandas and the Giant Panda Breeding Research Base is definitely the major attraction in Chengdu. It’s a first-rate zoo and Chengdu’s fogs provide the same atmospheric benefits here as they do at the temples. How long is needed to see Chengdu? You could cover the major attractions in two full days so allow a minimum of three days to give yourself time to soak up the atmosphere of the city.                       -From About .com








WELCOME PICNIC FOR STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS


SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 12:30 PM TO 4:30 PM


261 Elm Ave. Park in Bethlehem


Pavilion A (a/k/a small pavilion)


   Be sure to join us to give a great big welcome to the incoming and returning students and scholars that attend the colleges and universities in our area. The picnic starts at 12:30 pm. Everyone, including students and scholars, please bring a dish (salads, desserts and other dishes) to share. Hot dogs and buns will be provided by USCPFA. 


  There will be games and conversation and in general a “getting to know you” feeling about the picnic. RSVP is required. Please contact Mel at (449-8817 or melschinafriends@yahoo.com) or Kirk (782-0746 or kkhbravo@yahoo.com) to confirm your attendance and ride if needed. We suggest that you use Map Quest on the web to find the best directions from your starting point: www.mapquest.com.

















